
THEFANIOUS DRAG
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Yarrcll took mo out a few mlles from
Emporla to ithow mo somo really good
roads. Ho had an old ten-yotir-old
horso hitohed to a Jamostown. Exposl-
tlon buggy, and there are but fow
automoblles In any garago in tho Stato
that could havo mado hottor tlmo than
dld thls horse. Ten years ago a horso
of that kind could,not havo made any
such tlmo ln tho samo county. But
about threo years ago tho pooplo of
areonosvlllo county, and espec'ally
that llvely bunch of thom who-llvo ln
tho town of Empo>rl_, waked up to
the necessity of good roads. They
wero btmlnuss and calculatlng folks,
too, they woro, and rlght well dld
thoy know that tho way to get good
roads ls somewhat slmllar to tho way
of gettlng good hats or good over-
coats or good anyth'ng elBe.going
down In your pocket for tho money
and paylng for them. Greenesvlilo
county people determinod to buy good
roads, becauso that was the ondy way
to get them, and "they needed them.
This question was dccldcd three years
ago, and It ls no use to go lnto do-
talls about the work. Tho results
gpeak for thcmselvcs.

Now nuii Then.
Commenclng wlth the good roads

business less than throe years ago,
L.ero aro now ln tho county thlrty-
flvo m'les of ilrst-class good roads,
reachlng out ln three directlons from
tho county seat and openlng up rnar-
Kets for Emporla that lt never bt<ora
knew.
Theso roads cost money, or course

they dld. They cost Just $1,100 per
mllo on an average, and they have
stood from two years down to nve
months wlthout cost ing a cent for re-
palrs. These roads are made of sand
and gravel loaded down on a solld clay
bottom. The sand and gravel when
properly lald on tho solld clay foun-
datlon were properly pressed down
wlth a st> ^m ollor, and lt may bo
weh enough to remark rlght hero tfiat
a steam roller ls an essentlal ln road-
bulldlng. That ls true, but a roller
ls no good, and gravel and sand aro
no good unloss thero Is the proper
dralnage and the proper gutterlng to
carry off tho water.
These Greenesvlilo county roads are

properly dralned, properly guttered,
properly rolled, and ln every way
properly bullt, and Greenesvlilo coun¬
ty has sand-gravel-clay roads that
are really better than the genulno
macadarn road, and that -wlll last a
llfetlme.

Where They Pnr.
Now as to the proflts. "Well, tho

town of Emporla flgures the prf.flts
Immensely, because pcopl" are comlng
to market ln that town and gettlng
back homo before nlghtfall, who never
before knew the town. They are com¬
lng from twervty to flfty mlles. The
country people are also flgurlng large-
ly on the proflt slde. I saw a llttlo
farm on one of these good roads the
other day (and a beauty lt was), and
I asked tho owner what he would take
for lt. He sald he didn't want to
sell lt. but after 6eelng the drift of
my lnqulry he told me that lf for any
reason he dld want to or needed to
sell he would have no trouble ln get-
tlng S50 per acre for the place. Four
years ago, before the good roads came,
thla man paid J 17.50 per acre for that
land. Judge Yarrell told me that this
was but a sample of what I would flnd
in the way of comparative flgures all
along the llnes of those good roads.

"Well. one good road leads to an¬
other, for a good road is an object
lesson that speaks louder than all of
the columns and pages that I or any-
body clse could wrlte ln a month.
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Greenesvllle county, much against the
protest of somo of Its old fogles, com-
mencod thls good roads business only
two years ago. Thero aro no moro
old fogles ln tho county now, but
every cltlzen la a good good roads ad-
vocate, and tho calculatlons of thoso
who aro ln a posltlon to know are that
wlthln thc next two years all of tho
county's roads, that ls to say, some-
thlng llke 140 mlles, wlH he Just llko
thoso I traveled over wlth Judge Yar-
rell thls week.

A Tlmely Trentlse.
These roads have not beon -worked

on slnce they wero bullt. Of course,
the tlmo wlll como when they will
need repalrs, and I guess tho peoplo
ought to be flnding out about the
best way to repalr.

I have just t>een readlng ln tha#
Progresslvo Farmer an instructlve ar-

tlcle on tho split log drag, by Pro¬
fessor W. L. Bpoon, of the North Car¬
olina Geologlcal Survey It ls a

tlmelv treatlse, and I hope everybody
ln Greenesvllle county and all the
balance of Virglnla wlll read lt. Here
lt Is:

Lately a great deal has been sald
and wrltten regardlng the road drag
and lts usefulncss, and under certaln
clrcumstances lts value can hardly
bo overcstlmated. On account of thls
fact, lt has been thought advlsablo to
present a practlcal form of drag that
ls appllcable to any farm communlty
and can be easlly constructed by any
ono, even those who are not famlllar
wlth thls machlne. For this purpose a
cut nas been prepared whlch lllustrates
in detall how such a drag ls mado,
and glvcs tho blll of materlal needed
for lts constructlon.

Wlae Suggeatloni.
In order to asslst any one deslrlng

to bulld ono of these drags, tho fol-
)ov.-ing suggestlons aro glven:
After thc blll of materlatls has been

assemblcd the work of constructlon
should bo commenced by settlng the
two drag pleces upon thelr cdgcs
thirty Inches apart and In llne wlth
eacb other; that ls, one Just behlnd tho
other.
Most drags are dodged, so that when

they pull at an angle they wlll ex-
actly "track," but when the drag ls
made ln that manner lt can only be
used to go one way on one slde of
the road. whlle lf mado as descrlbed
above. lt can be used up and down,
back and forth. on clther slde, whlch
ls often of very great advantaget Af¬
ter the pleces are set up as described,
a plece may be tackcd across the ends
to hold them ln place whlle sawlng
and flttlng In the tle pleces. To flt 5n
the tle pleces, lay them on the dragselght Inches from tne ends and mark
the drags carefully, so that when th«
pleces are sawed and chlpped out foi
the tles they wlH flt In tlghtly. it is
a good plan to make them so tlghithat they must be drlven ln wlth a
hammer, for then the nalls wlll hold
much better. After tne two drags havethus been Jolned. and tho two tles set

In as shown ln tho cut, nall them ne-'
curely wlth flvo 40-penny naila at
each place, as lndlcated. These tles
should project twelvo Inches over ln
front and slx Inches ln tho rear. A
two-lnch holo should thon bo bored ln
the front end of the tle, as lndlcated.
Thls holo ls for the chain to pass
through for a hltch. Next lay the
braco pleco on ana mark carefully,
as shown, then cut and Ilt the brace
ln tlghtly and nall securely wlth 20-
penny nalls,

Other Pnrtlculnrs.
If the dlrectlona have been followed

carefully it ls now ready to turn up-
slde down. When turned hew the'
back bevcl on the drag with an axo,
as shown in the cut, leavlng the front
rdge of each drag one lnch thick.
Whllo lt Ia stlll ln thls posltlon nall
securely tho two steel plates so that
they wlll extend about one-elghth of
an lnch lower than the face of the
drag. Thls Is dono for the reason that
tho steel wlll have a better chajice to
get hold of tho road and raove ma¬
terlal than lt woulu if it were placed
fiush. When thls haa been done, turn
the drag right slde up and it ls ready
for tho chaln and to be put to use.

Chnlna, Etc.
To put tho chaln on, pass lt around

tlift tle as lndlcated and down through
the hole ln the end of tho tle, then
up through the hole ln tho end of the
second tle, and around lt, behlnd the
drag, as shown ln tho cut. The stretch-
er hook may be hltched ln at any
plaxe deslred to glve the angle to the
drag that ls deslred. Thls drag wlll
work elther end forward, slmply by
a change ln the nitch. All that ls
necesscry Is to move the hook on the
chaln. A llttlo practlce wlll soon
make any one proflclent ln the use of
thls drag.
To operate It, throw a board slx feet

long and ten or twelve Inches broad
on the tles and brace, about mldway
between the drags. This ls for the
driver to stand on. It wlll be Interest¬
ing to notlce the effect of the driver
changlng hls posltlon on the drag.
Step one foot on the front of the drag
and lt wlll cut the carry materlal
until the weight ls removed; step back
on the rear drag and the front one
will drop its load and the rear one
catch it, Step forward again and the
latter drag wlll drop Its load. In this
way a little practlce on tho part of
the driver wlll enable hlm to become
very- proflcent ln filling up holes. If
lt ls deslred to crown the road upstand wlth superior weight on the
front and a little to the ditch "end of
the drag and let the drag have an
angle of about forty-flve degrees.
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preservo wlth huntlng and flshlna
facilltles. Horo ls one from Ohlo from
a party wantlng: a large tract fot
colcnizatlon purposes. Here ls another
from a party ln Illlnols, who offers a
flne lnvestment property valued at $50,-
000 wlth an Income of $7,000 for a

farm, upon whlch he wlshes to locate
two boys who want to bo Virglnla
farmers, but "whom he fears wlll be
tramps lf he don't settle them soon
ln Virglnla." We have another from
Northern Pennsylvanla from a wldow,
who ivants a small farm where the
cllmate ls warmer.
"Another wants a country store

another from Northern Canada who
can't stand nlne months of frozen wea¬

ther; and ln strlklng contrast to thls,
here ls another appllcatlon from
Fensacola, Fla., where lt ls too hot,
and so it goes all down the ltst."

Scattcred Duxlness.
The beauty of all thls ls, that sooner

or later these people wlll be accomo-

daed: lt may requtre woeks, months
or posslbly a year of tenaclous corres.
pondence, as was the caso wlth the
chemlst referred to above, but the
game is worth the powder, and it ls
generally woll to keep etornally after
lt untll lt is landed. As before stated,
the business of tho past week was

very good ln the aggregatp, but It was

largely scattered. In the West End
numerous lots were sold, on Church
Hill good business was done, away
out In Fulton thoro were a number of
deals and ln the suburbs there was

a great deal of quiet actlvlty. Blanton
& Co. were not a little aroused by tho
census figures, and the healthy youna
men ln that establlshment got a movo

on themselves and sold a whole lot
of property, somethlng more than half
of whlch was suburban dlrt, which in-
cluded somo mghty pretty lots noar

the new Cathollc Colloge.
NotcM by the Way.

The Woodland Helghts people say

they expect to be showing property all
of this week to Stato Fair vlsltors, who
have heard all about that dellghtful
suburb. .'.'¦_,'.
The bulldlng operations ln Barton

Helghts seem to know no such thlng
as a ccssatlon.
Green &'Redd expect to be ln tholr

now quarters at Nlnth and Franklin
Streets on or beforo the 10th.
A "new Rlchmond" among real estate

agecles has hopped Ho the tleld. SJiea
& Keegan ls tho style nf tho now flrm,
and they will hold forth atlll-1 Kast
Main Stroet. The members of the flrm
aro A. V. Shea, who for the past seven

years has been connectod wlth Green
& Uedd and has had abundant oppor-
tunlty to study the buelnoas ln ttll ol
lts phases, and John J. Keegan, who
for many years has beon a bookkoopet
ln the First National Bank, and later
tho prlvate secretary ot Frltz Sitter¬
ding.
There aro iumors In. the air ahout a

new "all men's hotel" that wlll bo a

comblnatlon city and out-of-town club-.
room. Just where lt is golng to bo
and who le golng to bo "lt" seoms to bo
a seoret, but tho conimerclal Interest of
lUobnaond seo_»_> to demand somethlng

THE DRAG AT WORK.

Df that kind, and whatever Richmond
.emands lt Is very llkely to have.
Runiors of big sales of farm lands

ilong the upper James Rlver Valley
;ac-k conftrmatlon, but lt ls not a secret
that thoue lands are mlghtlly ln de¬
mand, and sales are qulte llkely to.
be made in the near future.

POULTRY FOLKS
ARE IN EVIDEiE
(Continued From Flrst Page.)

straln may not meet your expectations,
yet lf you are a true fancler you would
probably play the game. just for the

Joy of playlng lt. Look at lt rlght, and
the question ot art entors Into most
transactlons. An artlstlcally grown
fern, shrub or tree always commands
a better prlco than one that ls In-

elogant ln appoarance. The same ls

truo of overythlng. You wlll buy nlco

looklng frult, evon at a small advance

ln price, ln preference to seedy-looklng
stuff, although tho taste may bo tho

same.
Prlces of Stock.

r mlght mentlon ln connectlon wltn

this artlole to romombor that all of
our domostlcated fowls have many

ganoratlons of mlxed ancestiy behlnd
them. which ls Uable to crop out ln
tholr oltsprlng from genoratlon to

generatlon. Then you also havo «io
Infertllo eggs to chance. These, as a

rule, aro dupllcated by most breeders,
so that thls part can be easlly over

como by buylns more oggs. But abovi
luis llttlo to do -wlth the art phaso ot
our sub.lect. Tho person who wants
tho best usually has to pay the price.
For myself, I question thc- wlsdoni of
paylng $10 per egg, same aa I would
hosltato to pay $40,000 for a race
horse, even lf I would perchance bo
ln a posltlon to pay for lt. The value
of flne blrds, llke nno cattle or horses,
ls purely relatlve, »^d a matter bo-

tween buyer and seller,
Now to get at wnat I ought to _av«

sald ln the beglnnlng, lf you are after
buylng some stock while vlslting our
falr thls week don't try to buy show
birds for $1 aplece or flne hatchabla
eg^s at $1 or $1.50 per sltting, Get
the best whlle about lt, and be wllling
to pay a fair prlce for lt. The quatfty
will please your eye long after the
price Is forgotten. There wlll be qulte
a few birds at the falr that cost their
owners from $50 to $150 aplece, ao
don't falnt when a breeder offers you
a nice pen of birds for $25, which ls
only $5 per bird. See how much com¬
petition is there ln the breed you are
interested ln. for lf there ls no com¬
petition ln thls or that class, tfien you
can't tell much about the "tiuallty"
by tho rlbbons. .The nuber of entrlea
being so large at thls year's exhlbk.
the Kalr Assoclation telegraphed for
an addltlonal judge. R. L. Sln.tnons, of
North Carolina. hns consented to come,
so wo will have all classes Judged by
Tuesday and havo all ribbons in placefor Wednesday, "Richmond Day."
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